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Here we are in a new year  – our decorations came down yesterday on Twelfth night,  

but of course our Spanish friends celebrate and give gifts today – the feast of 

Epiphany – when the Three Kings or wise men arrived to see Jesus and bring their 

gifts. 

Last year brought us 2 lockdown grandbabies, and this New Year’s day was our 

grandson’s  first birthday – so I’ve been seeing the world through his eyes. He’s just 

starting to walk and talk, that delightful stage when they want to explore the world but 

need to come back to mum or dad as their secure base when things get a bit tricky.  

First birthday gifts can be quite a challenge – what does a one year old really want – 

and what gifts do we want to give them – maybe something future reaching, to help 

him grow and develop and be happy and fulfilled in life. There are plenty of things 

that help the parents like car seats, cupboard locks, and new clothes as they grow so 

fast – but a baby doesn’t understand or care about these things – they just want 

cuddles, food, sleep and  familiar faces around them. 

The Three Kings were of course complete strangers to Mary and Joseph, who must 

have been pretty surprised at the gifts they brought, their Gold frankincense and 

myrrh, suitable for an earthly King, a God, and a future martyr – not a baby.  But the 

biggest surprise was, these strangers had all come from different countries to see 

Jesus as a human baby, prophesied as a gift to people from every part of the world, 

and those wise enough to search for truth and meaning had found him. 

Our new lockdown means that we are still in a danger period from Coronavirus, and 

our daily lives have to be restricted for everyone’s safety.  To get through this we 

need to find ways to give others our presence, not just presents. It’s a stressful time, 

and very lonely for some – but we can share gifts of time and contact with each other 

through phones and texts, and I’ve even started writing letters!  Because the things 

we really really want are a lot like the things every baby needs – someone to care, 

share and  comfort. We’ve missed big chunks of our lockdown babies’ first months – 

but now that our daughter and son in law are back to work, they need us on the 

grandparent taxi rota from nursery – it’s actually a gift to us to spend time with him. 

 And what did we give him for his first birthday? A smashproof plate with spaceships 

on, a wallmap of the world, and a musical potty. 


